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to talk, then?'’ said the Father. ‘‘But if thou wilt
only tell us what makesusdie,’’ said another. ‘‘That
is what I do not know, and what I cannot tell you;
but, since you urge me so strongly, I must speak.

‘“I have often told you, my Brothers, that [20] we
know nothing about this disease, and truly I do not
think you could discover its origin,—that is hidden
from you. But I am going to reveal to you some in-
fallible truths.”” After having spoken to them bold-
ly of the greatness of our good God, of his rewards
for the good and punishments for the wicked, he
came to the subject of the contagion, the causes of
which he had some trouble in explaining on account
of the interruptions of these Barbarians. The worst
of it was that the President entirely broke up his
speech; ‘“ For,”’ said he, ‘‘ we desire to discover the
authors of our sickness,”” and as if the Father had not
yet said anything, he began to urge him more than
ever to show this bewitched article; but seeing that
nothing was gained in that direction, some of them
fell asleep, others, growing weary, departed without
reaching any conclusion. One old man, among
others, upon leaving, saluted the Father thus, ‘‘If
they split thy head for thee, we will not say a word.”
The principal men remained, although it was already
after midnight. In short, they postponed the con-
clusion of the whole matter to the return of the Hu-
rons who had gone down to Kébec. This was an
act of the most gentle providence of God in our
behalf, considering the good news the latter were to
bring back from the French. Some, having listened
more attentively to the Father’s talk, begged him to
instruct them as to what means they should employ
to appease God. The Father was still endeavoring



